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Literary analysis 
In this story, Marquez presents a story that highlights how miracles can occur to us in unlikely ways unknown to us. The theme of cruelty and suffering are well identified in this story. However, despite the fact that the old man with enormous wings brings joy and wealth to Pelayo and his wife, he doesn’t receive favorable treatment. The old man in the story, a mystical creature, presumably an angel, is found lying in Pelayo’s backyard. As presented by Marquez, the old man is shabbily dressed, and his clothing is entangled in mud (Marquez,217).
For this reason, he doesn’t receive any form of kindness from the family right from the onset. The woman neighbor immediately advises Pelayo and his wife Elisenda to club the old man to death. This indicates her inherently violent nature. 
After his discovery in the backyard, Pelayo and his wife Elisenda, instead of treating the old man who is observably sick, decide to keep him in the chicken coop (Marquez,218). Also, they see the old man as a quick way of making money. They fence the courtyard and start charging people coming in to see the old man. Pelayo and his wife are arguably mean and cruel to the old-winged man. From the story, it could be assumed that the old man with enormous wings is actually an angel. Despite the cruelty and the bad treatment he receives from the Pelayo and his wife, he still remains quiet and calm. There are striking moments of cruelty and callousness throughout the story. 
The villagers do not treat the old man with kindness; they throw stones at him, gawk at him and even burn him with a hot iron. Instead of helping the old man, Marquez writes that they continued to selfishly seek miracles. For instance, “The cripples pulled out feathers to touch their defective parts with, and even the most merciful threw stones at him”
Pelayo and his wife Elisenda discovered the old man in his observably bad state, a condition that seemed to worsen every day. Despite all these, he is only subjected to many questions from the villagers who are more interested in knowing who he actually is instead of having him treated. From the proceeds, Pelayo builds himself a mansion and secures himself from the crabs that have been a nuisance to him. Despite gaining so much from the old man with enormous wings, Pelayo still keeps him in the chicken coop and doesn’t provide him any nice accommodation. Moreover, the angel's wings are described in gross, vivid detail, and when he first appears, they are crippled by mud (218). Just like the villagers, the family treats the old man with enormous wings as a circus animal instead of a human being just like them or as a supernatural creature he could be. 
Pelayo and his wife decided to place the old man in a raft and left in the water at the fate of the high seas against the judgment of the wise neighbor. No sympathy originates from the people. Besides being kept in wretched conditions, the villagers continue to hurt the old man in order to rouse him into more entertaining behavior. Pelayo and his wife Elisenda see the old man’s suffering as an avenue to generate some cash. Even though Marquez has failed to indicate whether the villagers are naturally bad people to treat the old man like they do, but one thing is for sure that their behavior towards the angel is unambiguously cruel (219). The small transgressions have all added up to result in the bad exhibited behavior by the village people. First, the people failed to empathize and sympathize with the old man; this consequently precipitated the unthinkable moral decline of the society. 
As brought out in the story, Marquez suggests that the villagers treat the old man so badly because they believe he is not like them. They perceive him as being fundamentally different from them hence their lack of empathy towards him. Pelayo and his wife Elisenda, for instance, think he is a foreign sailor. And this may be the very reason why they decide to keep the old man under armed guard in the chicken coop. The lack of empathy from the very beginning of the story plays a critical role in the development of this cruel behavior by the people towards the angel. For instance, the people flocking the chicken coop decide to pluck feathers from his wings and burn him with a hot iron to make him look exciting (221). The people do not see their behaviors as detestable but rather normal. 
Marquez indicates that Pelayo and his wife Elisenda collected a good sum of money from the people who came to see the old man within the first week of their ticketing business. Neither Pelayo nor his wife, Elisenda, questions the old man's suffering and the idea that they are hugely benefitting from the inhumane treatment he is receiving. It is indicated that even Father Gonzaga, who could have otherwise protected the presumed angel, does nothing in his aid. “Full of so much human truth and with such a fearful lesson was bound to defeat without even trying that of a haughty angel who scarcely deigned to look at mortals; this statement suggests that the villagers tried to justify their behavior and actions against the old man. They argue that the supernatural creature invaded their privacy. 
In conclusion, it is evident that despite wanting to gain from the old man with the enormous wings, Pelayo and his wife are not willing to treat him well even after accumulating so much wealth from the collections. Even though it is not clearly stated, the old man with enormous wings could be an angel; but unfortunately, he is treated like a circus animal. Throughout the story, the old man is both mentally and physically abused, an indication of how cruel the people could have been to him. 
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